United States Postal Service Mint Set of Commemorative Stamps 1975 


CONTRIBUTORS TO THE CAUSE SET 


This set of stamps was issued as commemoration of 
the Bicentennial of the American Revolution 
continued. All four Contributors to the Cause stamps 
were designed by Neil Boyle. Each was issued on 
March 25 in the city indicated. On the reverse of each 
is printed a thumbnail account of the individual’s 
contribution to the American Revolution. The stamps 
honor patriots half forgotten by history. 


SYBIL LUDINGTON 


Paul Revere was not the only patriot who rode by 
night to warn of peril. Sybil Ludington, when but 
sixteen, is reported to have ridden forty miles to 
muster the militia commanded by her father, Colonel 
Henry Ludington. Thus alerted, the militia formed to 
fight the British returning from the sack of Danbury, 
Connecticut, in 1777. The British lost a tenth of their 
forces to the militiamen and were forced to retreat to 
the safety of ships at Fairfield. 


Issued: Carmel, NY 


SALEM POOR 


Salem Poor, a free black, left his home in Andover, 
Massachusetts, to enlist in the militia and had his 
baptism of fire at the Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775. He 
fought with such distinction that fourteen officers on 
the same field petitioned the Massachusetts 
government to bestow on Poor ‘‘the Reward due to so 
great and Distinguished a Character.” There is no 
record of him receiving any such reward. Poor also 
served at White Plains and Valley Forge. He 
symbolizes Revolutionary War participation by 
blacks, whose role in the conflict was until lately 
largely ignored by historians. 


Issued: Cambridge, MA 


HAYM SALOMON 
Of the four persons honored in the “Contributors to 
the Cause” set, Haym Salomon has received the most 
attention from historians. A Polish-born Jew, Salomon 
came to New York, where he was twice jailed by the 
British for his revolutionary activities as a member of 
the Sons of Liberty. He later became a successful 
banker and broker. It takes money to wage war, and 
Salomon fought for liberty with the best weapon at 
his command—a prestigious skill for raising money, 
often to bail out a bankrupt Continental Congress. He 
gave generously, and without repayment, of his 
personal funds and died penniless. 

Issued: Chicago, IL 

PETER FRANCISCO 


Peter Francisco, believed to have been of Portuguese 
birth, joined the Continental Army at fifteen and 
fought in seven major battles, including the final one 
at Yorktown. He was a giant of aman and his feats 
were legendary. One of his trademarks was a five-foot 
broadsword. So great was his strength that he was 
said to have shouldered a cannon weighing more than 
one thousand pounds. When he died years after the 
Revolution, LaFayette was notified and sent sympathy 
to Francisco's widow, remembering this man who had 
been a private in the army. 


Issued: Greensboro, NC 


BENJAMIN WEST 


Painter Benjamin West is seen ina self-portrait on this 
stamp, one of three this year recognizing American 
Arts. Born near Philadelphia in 1738, West early went 
to England where he was to become Painter to the 
King and perhaps the best known artist of his day. 
West helped to form the Royal Academy, and in 1792 
became its second president. He is best known for the 
realism of his historical paintings such as ‘Death of 
General Wolfe.” 


Designer: Bradbury Thompson 
Issued: February 10, Swarthmore, PA 


BATTLES OF LEXINGTON AND CONCORD 


Earlier there had been the Boston Massacre, where 
American taunts drew British bullets, but it was at 
Lexington and Concord, on April 19, 1775, that 
Americans first pulled triggers on the Redcoats. At 
Lexington, the British easily won by sheer force of 
numbers. But at Concord they were turned back and 
suffered heavy losses during the retreat to 
Charlestown. As Poet Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, 
there was fired “the shot heard ‘round the world.” The 
stamp, which shows action at Lexington and is based 
upon a painting by Henry Sandham, continues 
postal recognition of the Bicentennial of the 
American Revolution. 


Designer: Bradbury Thompson 
Issued: April 19, Lexington and Concord, MA 


BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL 


The Battle of Bunker Hill was a British victory paid 
for at disastrous price. Of all English officers killed in 
the Revolution, one eighth fell in this battle. When 
Washington learned of the courage displayed by raw 
continental troops, he said, ‘“‘The country is safe.” 
This stamp incorporates the left portion of a painting 
by John Trumbull depicting the death of Major 
General Joseph Warren. The right portion of the 
painting was the subject of a six-cent stamp issued in 
1968. The painting is in the Trumbull collection at 
Yale University, where the artist is buried. 


Designer: Bradbury Thompson 
Issued: June 17, Charlestown, MA 


200 YEARS OF POSTAL SERVICE 


The forerunner of today’s United States Postal 
Service was created by the Second Continental 
Congress, which on July 26, 1775, named Benjamin 
Franklin Postmaster General for a term of one year. 
By 1780 the mail became too heavy for post riders 
and they were replaced on the main roads by pack 
horses and sulkies. These were replaced by regular 
stage coaches in 1785. Means of moving mail over the 
years are featured by this set of four stamps. Three - 
of these stamps show the evolution of mail moving 
vehicles—a stage coach and a mail truck of today, an 
early steam engine and modern locomotive, and an 
early mail plane and a jet. The fourth stamp shows 
MAILGRAM transmission by satellite. 


Designer: James L. Womer 
Issued: September 3, Philadelphia, PA 


PIONEER JUPITER 


Man's probe of the outer solar system began in 1973 
when the unmanned Pioneer 10 spacecraft, after flying 
two years and 600 million miles, swept past Jupiter. It 
was the first spacecraft to fly beyond the orbit of 
Mars, first to penetrate the Asteroid Belt, and is 
expected to be the first manmade object to escape the 
solar system. Pioneer 11, which arrived at Jupiter a 
year after Pioneer 10, passed closer to the giant 
planet and was deflected into an orbit that 
encounters Saturn in 1979. Pioneers 10 and 11 
provided hundreds of closeup photos of Jupiter and 
its inner moons and provided new information 
about its atmosphere, bizarre Red Spot, murky 
interior and the magnetic, electrical and radiation 
environments of the planet. 


Designer: Robert T. McCall 
Issued: February 28, Mountain View, CA 


MARINER 10 


During its unique mission, the unmanned Mariner 10 
spacecraft swept by Venus to take the first closeup 
photographs of the planet, then orbited the Sun and 
twice flew by Mercury, making a final encounter in 
March, 1975. Employed in this mission was a sling- 
shot technique, in which the gravity of Venus was 
used to hurtle the spacecraft toward Mercury. 
Valuable scientific information was harvested. 
Designer: Roy Gjertson 


Issued: April 4, Pasadena, CA 


200th ANNIVERSARY OF U.S. MILITARY SERVICES 


Other uniforms were worn by many of the estimated 
quarter million men who fought in the American 
Revolution, but these on the stamps are 
representative. The militiaman, who fought in his 
civilian clothes, fought all the way—from Lexington 
and Concord to Yorktown. Soldiers who wore the 
uniform depicted on the stamp fought chiefly in the 
mid-Atlantic colonies. The sailor made naval history 
with John Paul Jones. The most daring feat of the 
marines was a raid on Nassau. The set of four stamps 
is in the Bicentennial of the American Revolution 
series of commemorative stamps. 

Designer: Edward Vebell 


Issued: July 4, Washington, DC 


APOLLO SOYUZ TEST PROJECT 


A pair of postage stamps, identical in design except for 
inscriptions and denominations, was issued jointly by 
the United States and the Soviet Union to mark the 
first international manned space mission. The linkup 
stamp was designed in the USA, the other in the 
USSR. The Apollo Soyuz Test Project culminated 
years of cooperation between the world's leading 
space powers. Its major objective was testing a jointly 
designed docking mechanism while in Earth orbit. 
The Apollo spacecraft was a modified version of that 
employed on the first few lunar landing missions. 
The Soviet Soyuz also underwent modification, 
including installation of a rendezvous and docking 
system designed by NASA and Soviet engineers. 


Designers: Robert T. McCall, U.S. 
Anatoly M. Aksamit, U.S.S.R. 


Issued: July 15, Kennedy Space Center, FL 


EARLY CHRISTMAS CARD 


This stamp recognizes the Christmas card, the 
exchange of which is as much a part of the American 
observance of the holiday as trimming a tree or 
hanging mistletoe. The first Christmas cards were 
produced in England before the turn of the Nineteenth 
Century. Authorities do not agree on the date when 
the first Christmas card was printed in this country, 
but they do agree that Louis Prang was among the 
early producers 100 years ago. The design of this 
stamp is based upon a Prang card dated 1878. Itis 
among the early Christmas cards in the collection of 
the Museum of the City of New York. 


Designer: Stevan Dohanos 
Issued: October 14, Washington, DC 


MADONNA AND CHILD 


“Madonna and Child,” subject of a 1975 Christmas 
stamp, is attributed to Domenico Ghirlandaio, a 15th 
century Italian artist of the Florentine school. His 
father was an artist, as were his two brothers and his 
son. Ghirlandaio was a prolific painter and mosaic 
creater, frequently of religious subjects. He contributed 
two frescoes to the Sistine Chapel. The stamp is 
based on art hanging in the National Gallery of Art. 
Only one other Madonna has been attributed to 
Ghirlandaio. It is in the Louvre. Both are believed to 
have been painted about 1470. 


Designer: Bradbury Thompson 
Issued: October 14, Washington, DC 
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PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR 


The son of ex-slaves, teenage Paul Laurence Dunbar 
operated an elevator in Dayton, Ohio, and tried to 
sell passengers books of his verse. Several of his early 
poems were published by the Wright brothers when 
they experimented with a homemade printing press. 
His Majors and Minors in 1895 drew the praise of 
William Dean Howells, the dean of American critics, 
and until his death at 34 in 1906, Dunbar produced 
verse, novels, and short stories. His best-known 
collection, Lyrics of Lowly Life, was published in 
1896. The stamp is in this year’s American Arts set. 
Designer: Walter D. Richards 


Issued: May 1, Dayton, OH 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S YEAR 


Observance of International Women’s Year resulted 
from a United Nations Resolution and the United 
States joined other nations in issuing stamps to 
commemorate the observance promoting equality 
between women and men. The UN resolution called 
for “intensified action” to be devoted to women 
attaining their rightful responsibilities in economic, 
social, and cultural activities at the national, regional, 
and international levels. The resolution also stresses 
the role of women in the development of friendly 
relations and cooperation among nations and in the 
strengthening of world peace. 

Designer: Miriam Schottland 


Issued: August 26, Seneca Falls, NY 
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BANKING AND COMMERCE 


Banking and Commerce are willing partners. One 
could not exist without the other. The first American 
commercial corporation on record was the New York 
Fishing Company, which was chartered three 
hundred years ago. Capital shares were ten pounds 
each. The first U.S. bank chartered by Congress was 
the Bank of North America, and this year the 
American Banking Association, which now has more 
than 13,000 member banks, is one hundred years old. 
The Bank of North America began business in 
Philadelphia in 1782. It had capital of $400,000 of 
which $250,000 was subscribed by the United States. 
These modest beginnings were the foundation of the 
modern banking and commercial relationship, the 
most successful the world has ever produced. 
Designer: V. Jack Ruther 

Issued: October 6, New York, NY 


WORLD PEACE THROUGH LAW 


“The law of liberty tends to abolish the reign of race 
over race, of faith over faith, of class over class. It is 
not the realization of a political ideal: it is the 
discharge of a moral obligation.” These words by 

Lord Acton, English statesman in 1881, point to man’s 
age-old yearning for the establishment of world peace 
through law. The international Conference on the Law 
of the World was held in Washington in October, 1975. 
Designer: Melbourne Brindle 

Issued: Washington, DC 


D. W. GRIFFITH 


In 1915, D. W. Griffith conceived and directed ‘“‘The 
Birth of a Nation,” using innovative techniques of 
camera movement, editing and thematic scope that 
were to convert motion picture making into an art. A 
year later he followed this artistic and financial 
triumph with “Intolerance,” which has been called 
the greatest movie ever made. During the golden age 
of motion pictures many of the great and near-great 
actors and actresses were directed by him. In 1935 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
awarded him a special Oscar, honoring not a single 
film but his total output. 

Designer: Fred Otnes 


Issued: May 27, Beverly Hills, CA 


COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 


Collective bargaining, the process by which 
differences are reconciled, has played an important 
and positive role in the development of American 
society. President Gerald Ford joined 
representatives of labor and management at the 
dedication of this stamp. It was there that the 
President, a stamp collector for many years, described 
stamp collecting as a ‘great, great hobby.” The 
stamp’s legend, ‘Collective Bargaining—Out of 
Conflict ... Accord,”’ was taken from an inscription 
on a sculpture by George Segal. 

Designer: Robert Hallock 


Issued: March 13, Washington, DC 
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